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Dear Sheikh Haron

I refer to your letters addressed to the Attorney-General, the Hon Robert McClelland MP, of

21 December 2007, 22 December 2007, 27 December 2007 (requesting a ministerial response to
your correspondence of 19 October 2007 to the former Attorney-General which was responded to
during the caretaker period) and 4 January 2008. I am responding to your letters because the

Security Law Branch of the Attorney-General's Department has responsibility for national security
and counter-terrorism issues.

I note your concerns expressed in your letters of 21 December 2007 and 4 January 2008 about
articles in the print media which refer to you.

Section 18C of the Racial Discrimination Act 1975 prohibits racial vilification on the basis of race,
colour, or national or ethnic origin. Racial vilification covers acts that offend, insult, humiliate or
intimidate a person or groups of people.

A person belonging to a racial group that is a target of vilification may bring a complaint to the
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission, at:

Level 8, Piccadilly Tower
133 Castlereagh Street
SYDNEY NSW 2000

Complaints Infoline: 1300 656 419 or 02 9284 9888
SMS: 0488 744 487

Email: complaintsinfo@humanrights.gov.au

Fax: 02 9284 9611

The Commission will first attempt to conciliate the complaint. If the conciliation is unsuccessful
the complainant may commence legal proceedings regarding the complaint in the Federal
Magistrates Court or the Federal Court. A person may also have a ground of complaint under State
or Territory racial vilification legislation, in which case they may wish to complain to the
anti-discrimination body in that State or Territory.

Each of the media sectors also has its own form of self-regulation which allows members of the
public to make complaints about certain issues to the relevant industry body. A person may
complain that a media organisation has breached the industry code of practice.

Robert Garran Offices, National Circuit, Barton ACT 2600 Telephone (02) 6250 6666 Fax (02) 6250 5900 www.ag.gov.au ABN 92 661 124 436






